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LEGISLATIVE UPDATE 2006 In this issue:

« Chairman Announces
Chamber’s CEO

« Installation Dinner to set
tone for the year

+ Legislation 2005: What
you missed

+ Well’'s Fargo Grant
impacts community

Coming this
month

February 8th, 5:30pm
Business Mixer

Three Way Cadillac
4600 Wible Road

Legislative Update 2006 was thorough look at the legislation and 3 Memb 5 Non-
held on Tuesday, January 10th, at case law decisions that took place in f/l emger}nrsers, $5 Non
Hodel's Country Dining. This event 2005 on the issues of employer
was the first joint meeting between information, leaves of absences

’ ’ Feb th, 7:30
the Hispanic Chamber and the health and safety issues, worker's G ov;l:srrr‘( e?\t Relati Oanns1
Bakersfield Employer Advisory compensation, insurance coverage,

Meeting
The Jungle Café
700 Truxtun Avenue

Council (EAC), and if it was any indi- ERISA, employee information,
cation as to the success of this new  harassment/discrimination, wage
partnership, good things are sure to  and hour issues, terminations, and

come. other miscellaneous cases with pos-
Feb 18th, 6
Approximately 30 people attend-  sible implications for businesses. Ann::aﬂxstall ati or? rE)‘inn er
ed this workshop where presenter This workshop was the first in a Petroleum Club. 5060 CA
Katy C. Raytis, Esq. of Klein, series of workshops that will be Ave ’
DeNatale, Goldner, Cooper, offered through the Chamber and ’
Rosenlieb & Kimball, LLP gave a the Bakersfield EAC in 2006 $60 per person, $480

table of eight
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Clinica Sierra Vista Breaks Ground
for New Center

Members of the Bakersfield City Council and the Kern County Board of Supervisors, as
well as various community leaders joined Director Steve Schilling and Clinica Sierra Vista staff
recently in a ground breaking ceremony to start the construction of a new health center. The
event took place on Wednesday, January 4, 2006 at 301 Brundage Lane.

The new health center will expand access to the community of central Bakersfield. Since
1994, Clinica’s California Avenue Community Health Center has demonstrated an annualized
growth rate of approximately ten percent. In 2004, the California Avenue center alone provid-
ed services to over 5,000 unique users.

The new facility will occupy 8,000 square feet and will have 10 patient examination rooms,
a treatment room, a laboratory, x-ray room and four full-time health practitioners. Scheduled
for completion December 1, 2006, the new clinic will primarily benefit persons of low/moder-
ate incomes who reside in central Bakersfield. Clinica Sierra Vista has been providing health
care services to families, including uninsured families, in Kern County for over thirty years.
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2006 Kern Econonic Summit on the Horizon

Save the Date!

The Kern County Economic Summit is coming on Wednesday, March
29th, 7:30am to 12pm, to the Doubletree Hotel. This annual event
enables us to, “take the pulse,” of business and development in Kern
County so that we might know and adjust to the strengths and chal-
lenges our county faces in our economy, workforce, development, and
infrastructure.

If your business would like to be a sponsor of this exciting event,
please call Beth Huggins at KernEDC at (661) 862-5156. Sponsorships
range from $500 to $5,000.
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Welcome new membens &

SONITROL OF BAKERSFIELD

5251 Office Park Drive, Ste. 150

Bakersfield, CA 93309

(661) 322-4337

Www.sonitrolsecurity.com

Sonitrol was founded by a police officer over 45 years ago;
their Bakersfield office has been in business since 1980.
They offer all inclusive security packages custom designed
for each client and individual need. “We are the only com-
pany using verified audio techology.”

BLODGIE RODRIGUEZ, REALTOR

1400 Easton Drive, #110

Bakersfield, CA 93309

(661) 319-2763

Blodgie specializes in helping her client attain their real
estate purchase goals. She prides herself in working as a

team with all parties involved in the real estate transaction.

She is always available to her clients — 365 days a year.

ALL AMERICAN GLASS CO.

-
-

Celebrating 20 {fears of Ercallence

VICTIM WITNESS AUXILIARY

1415 Truxtun Ave, 6th Floor

Bakersfield, CA 93301

(661) 868-4535

This is a non-profit organization comprised of both retired and
current law enforcement officials and other community
members. It was formed to provide financial assistance to
the Victim Witness Assistance Program through fundrais-
ers. The financial assistance provides for the emergency
needs of victims of crime in Kern County.

SECURITY CONSULTANT SPECIALIST

RO. Box 21086

Bakersfield, CA 93390-1086

(661) 664-9180

Security Consultant Specialist is the solution for your security
needs. Our comprehensive worldwide security services can
identify deficiencies, limit losses, and minimize interrup-
tions to your business. SCS services combines experi-
enced practitioners and quality programs to deliver superior
security and compliance solutions.

A~ A A A AN AN A

527 E. 19th Street
Bakersfield, CA 93305
(661)323-3636

MORTGAGE SERVICE DEL VALLE

1108 H Street
Bakersfield, CA 93304
(661) 861-0693

HOW TO BECOME A MEMBER?

Contact

The Kern County Hispanic Chamber of Commerce
The Hispanic Chamber is located at

1401 19th St. Suite 110
Bakersfield, Calif. 93301
Phone: 633-5495

Web site: www.kchcce.org
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Thank you for Renewing Your Membership!

+ 1st Metropolitan Mortgage

+ All Community Loans

* Armijo & Lopez

« Automobile Club of Southern
California

- Bakersfield Association of Realtors

- Bakersfield Suit Outlet

« Benavides Law Office Inc.

+ Bright House Networks LLC

+ California State University Extended
Div

+ Castle & Cooke

+ Celeste Garcia Realty

+ Chicago Title

+ Clinica Sierra Vista

« Coldwell Banker America West/

« Coldwell Banker Preferred

« Emporium Western Store

Floyd's Office Solutions
Maggie Gomez

» Kern Schools Federal Credit Union
+ Kern Security Systems

Good OI' Boys Muffler Service & + KERO-TV

Automotive Service « KGET-TV 17

Goodwill Industries of So. Central + La Rosa

California « Elva M. Lopez

Guarantee Shoe Center « Mi Casa of Bakersfield
H&R Block + Ordiz-Melby Architects, Inc.

Hall Ambulance Service Inc.

Heise Media Group

Herbert P. Sears Co. Inc.

Holiday Ford Lincoln Mercury Inc.
Hopson-Anspach Family Mortuary
Houchin Community Blood Bank

Icon Construction Company

In-N-Out Burger

KABE39/KUVI 45 KBFT 52

Kern County Superintendent of Schools

+ Orion Payment Systems

+ San Joaquin Valley College

+ Santa Cruz Realty

+ SMG Inc.

+ Southern California Gas Company
+ Stinson Stationers

» Tel-Tec, Inc.

+ Three Way Chevrolet

+ Westside Energy Service Training &

Education
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Wells Fargos’s
$100,000
Technical
Assistance
Grant impacts
the Kern
county
Community

Monday, January 8, a KCHCC team
traveled to Wells Fargo’s corporate
office in San Francisco to provide them
with an overview and summary of the
community impact, partnerships, and
program sustainability that was made
possible with the award of Wells Fargo’s
$100,000 Technical Assistance (TA)
grant.

Our President/CEO Lou Gomez
had been successful in identifying a
need by the Hispanic business entre-
preneur for a business education pro-
gram in the native language of the tar-
geted customer - (Spanish speaking
entrepreneurs) promoting English
acquisition skills. Lou developed and
submitted the grant proposal and was
successful in securing the Wells Fargo
technical grant in 2004.

As the Program Director, Mr.
Gomez recruited Mr. Jesus Giovanetti,
to be the course instructor, and worked
with Mr. Giovanetti in developing the
basic business curriculum. The topics
included in the 4 week Training ses-
sions included: Introduction to
Economics, Financial Planning,
Business administration, Accounting
procedures and maintenance, Business
Plans, Strategic Business Components,
developing Mission, Vision, Purpose
and Goals. Guest Speakers collaborat-
ing with the Chamber to provide this
much needed information were: Wells
Fargo: banking, credit, and financing,
Telemundo and Univision: Advertising
plans and marketing, State Farm
Insurance:  insurance  coverage,
Employment Development Department:
tax regulation etc.

Organizations  referring  and
requesting collaboration with the Kern
County  Hispanic Chamber  of
Commerce in providing these services
for their Hispanic business entrepre-
neurs were: The Small Business
Development Center, Delano Chamber
of Commerce, Buttonwillow Chamber of
Commerce, City of Shafter Economic
Development, Employers Training
Resource, Arvin/Lamont Chamber, and
the Taft Chamber of Commerce.

Additional organizations requesting
collaboration with Kern County
Hispanic Chamber of Commerce to
provide training (certified and non-certi-
fied): Cal State University Bakersfield,
City of Delano — A proposal has been
submitted to the City Council to provide
technical assistance training and con-
sulting.

To Date 214 Clientele and 92
Business owners over the duration of
the grant period have been provided
with technical assistance and some
businesses have now grown and
expanded their businesses to other
locations within Kern County.

Our thanks to Debbie Rodriguez at
the Business Center, who volunteered
her technical skills, in helping us cap-
ture the Technical Assistance programs
accomplishments and impact in a pow-
erful power point presentation. On
behalf of the KCHCC and all of the Kern
County businesses and employees that
benefited from the Technical Assistance
program, we send our heartfelt thanks
to Wells Fargo for their investment in
Kern County’s future.

Hispanic Chamber consultant Jesus Giovanetti with Salvador Cervantes of
Telemundo and others, at the 2005 mixer held at Mercedes Benz.
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0S{ a mixer in 2006?

What better way to market
your business and develop new
relationships than hosting a
mixer? The Kern County
Hispanic Chamber is now
accepting reservations of com-
panies wanting to host such an
event this year.

Call the Chamber office at
633-5495 today!




Get Involved and Be a Voice for your Business

The Government
Relations
Committee
schedules meet-
ings each month
to enable our
business cus-
tomers to connect
with leaders at
the local and
state level who
can provide inter-
active discussions
on the issues
affecting our
economy and
communities.

Meeting are on second Thursdays

Meetings are now held on the second Thursday of each month, and all business representatives
are encouraged to attend in order to be informed and to voice their opinions. Next month’s
meeting will be held on Thursday, February 9th, at the Jungle Café.

What was attempited, but
vetoed in 20052

By Bruce Matlock

California Employer Advisory Council Legislative Chair

AB 48, Minimum Wage: Would
increase minimum wage to $7.25/hr,
1/1/06, and $7.75/hr, 1/1/07. After that,
minimum wage would increase annual-
ly according to inflation. Vetoed.

AB 89, Health Insurance: As
you know, in 2003, SB 2 was passed
and signed by Governor Davis. That bill
would have required employers with
more than 200 employees to provide
health insurance to employees. That
law was repealed by an initiative vote in

November 2004. However, the issue of
health insurance coverage will be
around for a long time. This bill will
require State agencies to notify the leg-
islature of employees who apply for
health services such as Healthy
Families because the employer does
not provide health insurance to employ-
ees. This applies to employers with
more than 25 employees. Vetoed.

AB 169, Gender Discrimination
in Compensation: A similar bill was
vetoed last year. This bill would provide
a remedy of 2 times lost earnings
where pay discrimination based on
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gender can be proved, and up to 4
times lost earnings where intentional
discrimination is proved. Vetoed.

AB 391, Locked Out
Employees: Under current law, employ-
ees who strike, or are locked out by
their employer during a labor dispute,
cannot receive unemployment insur-
ance benefits. This bill would allow
locked out employees to receive unem-
ployment insurance benefits. Vetoed.

AB 1698, Health Insurance for
Dependent Children: Would require
health plans to cover dependent chil-
dren up to age 26. Vetoed.




Annual Installation dinner focuses on 2006 theme:

Laying the Foundation for Growth

What enables a business to be successful? Is
it offering a great product alone? Will having a
strong sales team cause growth and prosperity?

In 2006, the Kern County Hispanic Chamber
will cover some of the foundation principles neces-
sary for growth in business through a series of
monthly articles and workshops.

This year’s Annual Installation Dinner will kick-
off the year-long theme entitled: Laying the
Foundation for Growth.

The event will be held at the Petroleum Club at
5060 California Avenue on the twelfth floor on
Saturday, February 18th, with a no-host social hour
starting at 6pm and 7pm program and dinner.
Mixing and mingling is to follow.

Recipients of the following awards will also be
announced:

+ Business Man of the Year

+  Business Woman of the Year

+  Small Business of the Year

+ Large Business of the Year

»  Corporation of the Year

+ Community Service Award

*  Chair Person’s Award

The event will also recognize and honor the out-
standing accomplishments of members of the Kern
Hispanic Chamber of Commerce during this past
year.

Cost to attend: $60 per person or $480 for a
table of eight. This event sold out last year, so get
your tickets early if you plan to attend. Call the
Chamber office at 633-5495.

From Left to Right, 2005 Small Business of the Year Award Recipients, Fernando and Maritza Martinez of Casa Martinez,
with Senator Dean Florez.
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Chairman’s Letter

Dear Members and Friends of the Kern County His-
panic Chamber of Commerce:

Everyone understands the importance of having an effec-
tive leader at the helm of an organization or business that pro-
vides direction, guidance, and coaching to ensure that they are
collectively maximizing the utilization of resources in achiev-
ing their goals in a cost effective manner.

I'am very happy to announce that due to an overwhelming
response from the community, our Board of Directors support
and urging during our recent 2006 Strategic Planning Session,
and ongoing pleading from myself and business members, we
have been able to convince Mr. Lou Gomez to continue on as
the Kern County Hispanic Chamber of Commerce’s Presi-
dent/CEQ!

We have made a very conscious effort to select a represen-
tative cross-section of the community’s businesses to sit on
the Board of Directors in order to get input from them as we
continue to develop and implement business-focused pro-
grams that address our business community’s specific needs.
Most importantly, we have been very successful in recruiting
some outstanding, committed individuals, who will be utiliz-
ing their collective experiences and knowledge to continually
improve the programs and business enhancement opportuni-
ties that we provide for our membership. We will be providing
you with bios of the Board members and the businesses that
they represent as we go through the year.

We have a very aggressive business year planned for 2006
and will share them with you as we begin to move from the

planning stages into
the implementation
stages. We have
selected some ener-
getic committee
chairs to lead our
committees and are
requesting anyone
whois interested in
getting involved and
having the opportu-
nity to meet some
very positive, friend-
ly, business and
community minded
people, to giveus a
call at (661) 633-
5495 to get more
information on the
various committees
that you may be
interested in getting
involved with.

The Kern County Hispanic Chamber of Commerce’s busi-
ness teams look forward to providing you with value-adding
programs, services, business representation, and information
on business related issues.

Regards,
Frank Dominguez,
Chairman of the Board
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THE HISPANIC NETWORK

The Hispanic Network Newsletter is published by
the Kern County Hispanic Chamber of Commerce
in partnership with Mercado Nuevo, LLC.

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

To place an ad in The Hispanic Network
newsletter, please contact Olivia Garcia of
Mercado Nuevo, LLC, at 661-716-8644 or email:

All material is considered for publication. We Femando Aguirre Chris Bernal ogarcia@masbakersfield.com
reserve the right to edit and/or refuse material. Anne Cervantes F[‘all F|0“!_Z
The articles/opinions expressed herein are not Ramona Herrera Richard Rios . '
necessarily those of the Kern County Hispanic Charlie Rodriguez Jay Tamsi Advertising rates per issue are as follows:
Chamber of Commerce. To submit an article, Maria Chavira Hilary Whitcomb Business card - $35
please call 633-5495. Jesse Bonales Dennis Brown 1/ ‘21 Page - $50
Risto Rubio Ramona Herrera LR o

The Kern County Hispanic Chamber of Commerce
is located at

1401 19th St. Suite 110

Bakersfield, Calif. 93301

ADMINISTRATIVE STAFF

Full Page - $100

President/CEO Lou Gomez KCHCC Mission Statament
Office Administrator Andrea Dominguez  “To create, promote and enhance business
EXECUTIVE OFFICERS Administrative Assistant Sara Pacheco

Chair of the Board Frank Dominguez

opportunities for our membership, and
provide business, cultural and resource

Chair-elect Jan Bans For more information, please contact the Kem ) : . L
Vice-Chair Richard Rios County Hispanic Chamber of Commerce office at linkages WIth spemal empha3|s in the
Secretary Cecelia Sebesta 661-633-5495 or visit us at www.kchcc.org Hispanic community.”
Treasurer Mark Olague

Past Chair Elva Lopez
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Kern County Hispanic Chamber of Commerce

(C@ Sponsors

MESHB° T
»31 W45 m m

weLLs | IEN l.
FARGO s "

INSUIANC!

Thank You! Gracias!

KCHCC . PRSRT STD
1401 19th St., Suite 110 U.S. POSTAGE
Bakersfield, Ca 93301 PAID
661-633-5495 BAKERSFIELD, CA
PERMIT NO. 758

;

|

iHh

|

|

Celebnating 20 Years of Evcellence
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